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Minutes of a Strategic Planning Committee meeting held on the 15th September 
2025 at 6:30pm in the Council Chamber, Chipping Norton Town Hall 

 
PRESENT: Cllrs Mike Cahill, Sharon Wheaton, Dom Rickard, Mike Rowe, Sandra 
Coleman and Mark Walker 
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
Louise Warren, Responsible Finance Officer & Deputy Clerk 
Heidi Davies, Admin and Customer Service Assistant 
Paolo Oliveri, General Maintenance Operative 
 
Jonny Ackroyd of Beaumont Rivers 
 
4 Members of the public were present 
 

SPC13 Apologies for absence  
Cllr Tom Festa 
 

SPC14 Declaration of interests  
None 
 

SPC15 Minutes 
RESOLVED: That the Chair signed the minutes of the Committee meeting 
held on the 7th July 2025 as an accurate record.  

SPC16 Public Participation 
None 

SPC17 Committee action plan  
Members reviewed the committee action plan and priorities for the 
municipal year 2025-26.  
 
It was reported by the Assets and Operations Officer that the yellow rattle at 
the cemetery in section 5 has failed and that the decision has been made to 
mow this area and move the yellow rattle across the path to the other side. 
 
Cllr Coleman reported that the Commonwealth War Graves signage has 
been reinstalled at the entrance to the cemetery. Members noted that there 
is currently no signage identifying the site as Chipping Norton Cemetery. It 
was proposed that appropriate signage be installed, and this was agreed by 
all present. The possibility of additional road signage was discussed, subject 
to cost estimates. It was agreed that this could be considered within the 
budget for the next municipal year. Cllr Walker proposed reviewing a mock-

mailto:townclerk@chippingnorton-tc.gov.uk


 CHIPPING NORTON TOWN COUNCIL 
THE GUILDHALL, CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORDSHIRE OX7 5NJ 

TEL: 01608 642341 
Email: townclerk@chippingnorton-tc.gov.uk  

Office Hours: Mon – Fri 9am – 1pm 
 

2 
 

up of the signage first to ensure it aligns with the tone and setting of the 
Cemetery. 

SPC18 Correspondence 
Members noted letters received from visitors to the Cemetery, expressing 
their appreciation and complimenting the Grounds Maintenance team for 
their excellent work in maintaining the site. 

SPC19 Chipping Norton Development  
Members noted correspondence from Cottsway regarding the future of 15 
‘Orlit’ properties in Cotswold Crescent and Walterbush Road. 

SPC20 Cemetery 
a. Members considered whether to continue memorial safety testing 

with the external contractor, or to take this testing in-house to be 
undertaken by the Admin and Customer Services Assistant. 
Discussions took place regarding the frequency of the testing and the 
additional hours this would add to the Admin and Customer Services 
Assistant’s current role. 

Cllr walker proposed that the memorial safety testing be brought in-
house, seconded by Cllr Coleman. All in favour. 
RESOLVED: That the memorial safety testing will be brought in-house. 
 
b. Members received an update about the closed churchyard at St Mary 

the Virgin Church. 
 

SPC21 Pool Meadow restoration project 
Members received an in person update from Jonny Ackroyd of Beaumont 
Rivers. The key points that were raised: 
 

• Historic England believes a medieval structure may lie beneath the 
water. Potential archaeological findings, including coloured mud and 
pottery. Thames Water has previously discovered pottery fragments 
in the area. 
 

• The project is currently at the permit lease stage and preparing to 
submit planning permission. Following feedback from the Historic 
England, trench investigations are now required. 

 
• Thames Water had initially indicated interest in funding the project, 

but due to their current situation, this now appears unlikely. 
 
Lengthy discussions took place with some members questioning the 
continued investment and funding conditions tied to ongoing maintenance. 
Cllr Rickard requested a breakdown of project spending to date and that he 
supports continuing project. Cllr Coleman asked if the restoration to the 
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footpaths could go ahead with the trenches. Jonny Ackroyd stated that 
written confirmation would be needed to proceed with footpath restoration 
without trenching.  
 
AGREED: Members agreed to determine how much money has already been 
spent on the project. A small group of committee members will meet with 
council staff to review the financial details and assess the viability of 
continuing. 

 TVP Grant 
Members considered whether to apply for this funding, and 
to specify the project as stipulated within the remit of the grant funding 
priority areas (eg. Installation of a new for the Speed Indicator Device, 
upgrading the CCTV system at the Town Hall etc.) 
 
Cllrs Cahill and Wheaton informed members that they would be meeting 
with the local police officer to discuss the potential for enhanced CCTV 
coverage. It was noted that the police had expressed interest in installing a 
camera at the Albion Street car park. However, concerns were raised 
regarding the monitoring of footage, as the current CCTV system is not 
actively monitored. Members questioned the value of further investment in 
CCTV until monitoring arrangements are in place. 
 
Discussions then took place regarding vehicle speeds through the town. It 
was noted that the Speed Indicator Device (SID) on Churchill Road has 
contributed to a reduction in speeding, indicating its effectiveness. Cllr 
Walker expressed support for installing an additional SID elsewhere in the 
town. Potential locations were discussed, with Burford Road and London 
Road identified as priorities—particularly due to their proximity to local 
schools. 
 
RESOLVED: That members agreed the Town Council will apply for grant 
funding to purchase two Speed Indicator Devices - one for Burford Road and 
one for London Road.  

SPC23 Neighbourhood Planning 
Members considered whether they wish for the Town Clerk to pursue further 
enquiries with Neighbourhood Planning consultants, with a view for 
quotations and proposals to be received at Full Council (13th October), or, if 
they wish to pursue a different option as outlined in the report above. 
 
Cllr Rowe raised questions regarding the town’s underground infrastructure, 
specifically the pumping stations and tunnels. He asked whether there was 
any risk of collapse and whether these tunnels could potentially be utilised 
for future sewage infrastructure. 
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It was noted that sewage infrastructure falls under the remit of the Local 
Plan, which is the responsibility of the District Council. Cllr Walker 
suggested that the Town Council should await further developments in the 
Local Plan before acting on this matter. 
 
Members agreed to clarify priorities before engaging with consultants. 
Strengthening Section 106 was seen as beneficial. Councillors will be invited 
to join the Neighbourhood Planning Working Group. 

SPC24 Grounds Maintenance  
Members received a verbal update from the Assets and Operations Officer. 
The depot is now open and operational. Racking and kickboards are being 
installed, and a trickle charger has been purchased for the E-Transit and PV 
lining are in progress. Wi-Fi installation is underway. The site has been risk 
assessed for fire safety. 
 
Members noted positive feedback regarding the cemetery, with 
compliments received and the team working well together. 
 
The Council is exploring options for acquiring chipping machines to assist 
with wood disposal at the Cemetery. 
 
Cllr Keyser expressed thanks to Paolo Oliveri, Maintenance Operative, for 
repairing the railings on Spring Street. Members extended t    heir thanks to 
the entire maintenance team for their continued hard work 

SPC25 Planning Applications 
 
1. APPLICATION NO: 25/02166/HHD 

PROPOSAL: Erection of boundary fencing. (Retrospective). 
LOCATION: 21 Wilcox Road Chipping Norton Oxfordshire OX7 5LE 
 

The application was received late this afternoon. It was agreed that the 
accompanying email would be circulated to members after the meeting, 
allowing time to review the plans. It was also suggested that someone visit 
the site before submitting any comments. 

 
SPC26 Date of next meeting 

Monday 10th November 2025 
 

 
The Chair closed the meeting at 19.42  
 
SIGNED _______________ 
 

mailto:townclerk@chippingnorton-tc.gov.uk
https://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage


 CHIPPING NORTON TOWN COUNCIL 
THE GUILDHALL, CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORDSHIRE OX7 5NJ 

TEL: 01608 642341 
Email: townclerk@chippingnorton-tc.gov.uk  

Office Hours: Mon – Fri 9am – 1pm 
 

5 
 

DATE__________________ 
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